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Occupant Protection in Interior Impact,
202 Head Restraints, 204 Steering
Control Rearward Displacement, 205
Glazing Materials, 207 Seating Systems,
209 Seat Belt Assemblies, 210 Seat Belt
Assembly Anchorages, 212 Windshield
Retention, 216 Roof Crush Resistance,
219 Windshield Zone Intrusion, and 302
Flammability of Interior Materials.

Additionally, the petitioner states that
non-U.S. certified 1990–1992 Acura
Legends comply with the Bumper
Standard found in 49 CFR Part 581.
Petitioner further states that because
non-U.S. Acura Legends are equipped
with an anti-theft device, they comply
with the Theft Prevention Standard
found in 49 CFR Part 541.

Petitioner also contends that the
vehicles are capable of being readily
altered to meet the following standards,
in the manner indicated:

Standard No. 101 Controls and
Displays: (a) Substitution of a lens
marked ‘‘Brake’’ for a lens with a
noncomplying symbol on the brake
failure indicator lamp; (b) installation of
a seat belt warning lamp that displays
the appropriate symbol; (c) recalibration
of the speedometer/odometer from
kilometers to miles per hour.

Standard No. 108 Lamps, Reflective
Devices and Associated Equipment: (a)
Installation of U.S.-model headlamp
assemblies that incorporate headlamps
with DOT markings; (b) installation of
U.S.-model front and rear sidemarker/
reflector assemblies; (c) installation of
U.S.-model taillamp assemblies; (d)
installation of a center high mounted
stop lamp if the vehicle is not already
so equipped.

Standard No. 110 Tire Selection and
Rims: installation of a tire information
placard.

Standard No. 111 Rearview Mirror:
replacement of the passenger side
rearview mirror with a U.S.-model
component.

Standard No. 114 Theft Protection:
installation of a warning buzzer
microswitch in the steering lock
assembly and a warning buzzer.

Standard No. 118 Power Window
Systems: rewiring of the power window
system so that the window transport is
inoperative when the ignition is
switched off.

Standard No. 206 Door Locks and
Door Retention Components:
replacement of the rear door locks and
rear door lock buttons with U.S. model
components.

Standard No. 208 Occupant Crash
Protection:

(a) Istallation of a U.S.-model seat belt
in the driver’s position, or a belt
webbing-actuated microswitch inside
the driver’s seat belt retractor; (b)
installation of an ignition switch-

actuated seat belt warning lamp and
buzzer; (c) replacement of the driver’s
side air bag and knee bolster with U.S.-
model components. The petitioner
states that the vehicles are equipped
with combination lap and shoulder
restraints that adjust by means of an
automatic retractor and release by
means of a single push button at both
front designated seating positions, with
combination lap and shoulder restraints
that release by means of a single push
button at both rear outboard designated
seating positions, and with a lap belt at
the rear center designated seating
position.

Standard No. 214 Side Impact
Protection: installation of reinforcing
beams.

Standard No. 301 Fuel System
Integrity: installation of a rollover valve
in the fuel tank vent line between the
fuel tank and the evaporative emissions
collection canister.

The petitioner also states that a
vehicle identification number plate
must be affixed to the vehicle to meet
the requirements of 49 CFR part 565.

Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on the petition
described above. Comments should refer
to the docket number and be submitted
to: Docket Section, National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, Room
5109, 400 Seventh Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20590. It is requested
but not required that 10 copies be
submitted.

All comments received before the
close of business on the closing date
indicated above will be considered, and
will be available for examination in the
docket at the above address both before
and after that date. To the extent
possible, comments filed after the
closing date will also be considered.
Notice of final action on the petition
will be published in the Federal
Register pursuant to the authority
indicated below.

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 30141(a)(1)(A) and
(b)(1); 49 CFR 593.8; delegations of authority
at 49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8.

Issued on: April 26, 1999.
Marilynne Jacobs,
Director, Office of Vehicle Safety Compliance.
[FR Doc. 99–11105 Filed 5–3–99; 8:45 am]
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Administration

International Standards on the
Transport of Dangerous Goods; Public
Meetings

AGENCY: Research and Special Programs
Administration (RSPA), Department of
Transportation.
ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: This notice is to advise
interested persons that RSPA will
conduct public meetings in preparation
for and to report the results of the
sixteenth session of the United Nation’s
Sub-Committee of Experts on the
Transport of Dangerous Goods
(UNSCOE) to be held July 5 through July
16, 1999 in Geneva, Switzerland.
DATES: June 24, 1999, 10:00 AM–1:00
PM; July 20, 1999, 10:00 AM–1:00 PM.
ADDRESSES: Both meetings will be held
in room 6332–36, Nassif Building, 400
Seventh Street, SW, Washington, DC
20590.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Frits Wybenga, International Standards
Coordinator, Office of Hazardous
Materials Safety, or Bob Richard,
Assistant International Standards
Coordinator, Office of Hazardous
Materials Safety, Department of
Transportation, Washington, DC 20590;
(202) 366–0656.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
primary purpose of the first meeting
will be to prepare for the sixteenth
session of the UNSCOE and to discuss
U.S. positions on UNSCOE proposals.
The primary purpose of the second
meeting will be to provide a briefing on
the outcome of the session and to
prepare for the seventeenth session of
the UNSCOE and to discuss U.S.
positions on UNSCOEwhich is
scheduled for December 6–17, 1999 in
Geneva, Switzerland. Topics to be
covered during the public meeting
include: (1) Global harmonization of
classification criteria, (2) Reformatting
the UN Recommendations into a model
rule, (3) Criteria for Environmentally
Hazardous Substances, (4) Intermodal
portable tank requirements, (5)
Requirements applicable to small
quantities of hazardous materials in
transport (limited quantities), (6)
Harmonized requirements for
compressed gas cylinders, (7)
Classification of individual substances,
(8) Requirements for bulk and non-bulk
packagings used to transport hazardous
materials, (9) Requirements for Toxic by
Inhalation (TIH) substances, (10) Hazard
communication requirements including
harmonized shipping papers, (11)
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1 The beginning of the Rio Hondo Line, from
milepost 0.066 to milepost 0.316, is not included
in the proposed abandonment and discontinuance.

Segregation in freight containers and
(12) Requirements for infectious
substances.

The public is invited to attend
without prior notification.

Documents
Copies of documents submitted to the

sixteenth session of the UNSCOE
meeting may be obtained by
downloading them from the United
Nations Transport Division’s web site at
http://www.unece.org/trans/main/dgdb/
dgsubc/dgscomm.html. Information
concerning UN dangerous goods
meetings including agendas can be
downloaded at http://www.unece.org/
trans/danger/meetings.htm#ST/SG.
These sites may also be accessed
through RSPA’s Hazardous Materials
Safety Homepage at http://
hazmat.dot.gov/intstandards.htm.

Issued in Washington, DC, on April 28,
1999.
Robert A. McGuire,
Deputy Associate Administrator for
Hazardous Materials Safety.
[FR Doc. 99–11107 Filed 5–3–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–60–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board

[STB Docket No. AB–561X and STB Docket
No. AB–562X]

Rio Valley Railroad, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—In Cameron
County, TX and Rio Valley Switching
Company—Discontinuance of Service
Exemption—In Cameron County, TX

On April 14, 1999, Rio Valley
Railroad, Inc. (RVRI), and Rio Valley
Switching Company (RVSC) jointly filed
with the Surface Transportation Board
(Board) a petition under 49 U.S.C. 10502
for exemptions from the provisions of
49 U.S.C. 10903 for RVRI to abandon,
and RVSC to discontinue service over,
an 8.808-mile line of railroad, known as
the Rio Hondo Line, extending between
milepost 0.316 near San Benito and
milepost 9.19 at Rio Hondo, in Cameron
County, TX.1 The line traverses U.S.
Postal Service ZIP Code 78583 and
includes the station of Rio Hondo.

The line does not contain federally
granted rights-of-way. Any
documentation in RVRI’s and RVSC’s
possession will be made available
promptly to those requesting it.

The interest of railroad employees
will be protected by the conditions set

forth in Oregon Short Line R. Co.—
Abandonment—Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91
(1979).

By issuance of this notice, the Board
is instituting exemption proceedings
pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 10502(b). A final
decision will be issued by August 2,
1999.

Any offer of financial assistance
under 49 CFR 1152.27(b)(2) will be due
no later than 10 days after service of a
decision granting the exemptions. Each
offer must be accompanied by a $1,000
filing fee. See 49 CFR 1002.2(f)(25).

All interested parties should be aware
that, following abandonment of rail
service and salvage of the line, the line
may be suitable for other public use,
including interim trail use. Any request
for a public use condition under 49 CFR
1152.28 or for trail use/rail banking
under 49 CFR 1152.29 will be due no
later than May 24, 1999. Each trail use
request must be accompanied by a $150
filing fee. See 49 CFR 1002.2(f)(27).

All filings in response to this notice
must refer to STB Docket Nos. AB–561X
and AB–562X and must be sent to: (1)
Surface Transportation Board, Office of
the Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925 K
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423–
0001; and (2) Thomas F. McFarland, Jr.,
McFarland & Herman, 20 North Wacker
Drive, Suite 1330, Chicago, IL 60606–
2902. Replies are due May 24, 1999.

Persons seeking further information
concerning abandonment and
discontinuance procedures may contact
the Board’s Office of Public Services at
(202) 565–1592 or refer to the full
abandonment or discontinuance
regulations at 49 CFR part 1152.
Questions concerning environmental
issues may be directed to the Board’s
Section of Environmental Analysis
(SEA) at (202) 565–1545. [TDD for the
hearing impaired is available at (202)
565–1695.]

An environmental assessment (EA) (or
environmental impact statement (EIS), if
necessary) prepared by SEA will be
served upon all parties of record and
upon any agencies or other persons who
commented during its preparation.
Other interested persons may contact
SEA to obtain a copy of the EA (or EIS).
EAs in these abandonment proceedings
normally will be made available within
60 days of the filing of the petition. The
deadline for submission of comments on
the EA will generally be within 30 days
of its service.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our website at
‘‘WWW.STB.DOT.GOV.’’

Decided: April 27, 1999.

By the Board, David M. Konschnik,
Director, Office of Proceedings.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 99–11003 Filed 5–3–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915–00–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board

[STB Docket No. AB–462 (Sub–No. 2X)]

Southeastern International
Corporation—Abandonment
Exemption—in Wharton County, TX

On April 14, 1999, Southeastern
International Corporation (SEI) filed
with the Surface Transportation Board
(Board) a petition under 49 U.S.C. 10502
for exemption from the provisions of 49
U.S.C. 10903 to abandon its entire
11.76-mile line of railroad extending
from milepost 42.24 in Wharton to
milepost 54.0 near Lane City, in
Wharton County, TX. The line traverses
U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 77488 and
77453, and includes no stations.

The line does not contain federally
granted rights-of-way. Any
documentation in SEI’s possession will
be made available promptly to those
requesting it.

In this proceeding, SEI is proposing to
abandon a line that constitutes its entire
rail system. When issuing abandonment
authority for a railroad line that
constitutes the carrier’s entire system,
the Board does not impose labor
protection, except in specifically
enumerated circumstances. See
Northampton and Bath R. Co.—
Abandonment, 354 I.C.C. 784, 785–86
(1978) (Northampton). Therefore, if the
Board grants the petition for exemption,
in the absence of a showing that one or
more of the exceptions articulated in
Northampton are present, no labor
protective conditions would be
imposed.

By issuance of this notice, the Board
is instituting an exemption proceeding
pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 10502(b). A final
decision will be issued by August 2,
1999.

Any offer of financial assistance
(OFA) under 49 CFR 1152.27(b)(2) will
be due no later than 10 days after
service of a decision granting the
petition for exemption. Each OFA must
be accompanied by the filing fee, which
currently is set at $1,000. See 49 CFR
1002.2(f)(25).

All interested persons should be
aware that, following abandonment of
rail service and salvage of the line, the
line may be suitable for other public
use, including interim trail use. Any
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